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1.1 Introduction or Background

The draft State of the Park Report (SoPR) provides data for 23 indicators to capture a picture of 
the state of the Park as it is today and, for some indicators by comparison with SoPRs 2006 and 
2014, how it is changing over time. It is the core of the evidence base for the preparation of the 
Management Plan 2021-25. The indicators will be monitored over time to establish trends, which 
will allow a detailed understanding of how the Park is changing. 

The draft SoPR was presented to Policy Forum in March 2020 and July 2020. The 
recommendation was for the SoPR to go to NPA for approval subject to undertaking some 
relatively minor updates and revisions to the draft document. A summary list of these revisions 
is provided below:

 High Level summary of SoPR (key messages)
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 Associated infographics to accompany the high level summary 

 Changes to text to include traffic light system

 Indicator 5 - Flood map to include zones a, b and c1/c2

 Indicator 9 - Priority Habitats/Species (ASNW) additional explanatory text 

 Added contextual material to the summary from the issues report about extent of native 
broadleaved woodland and ASNW as a subset.

 Indicator 10 - Breeding/Nesting Birds analysis, comments and key messages

 Summary of Key messages 

 Bat data commentary from Bat Conservation Trust

 Invasive non-native species (INNS) – updates from project report 

 Upland Erosion – possible verbal update at meeting

 p.68 – added National Trust and Wildlife Trusts to the list of organisations leading the 
Mawndiroedd Cymru Project

 Indicator 9 – corrected Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland rather than Ancient and Semi-
Ancient Woodland

 Appendix 2 – the Bat Maternity Roost list, corrected Aukland House to Buckland House 

 Updated socio-economic impact section in light of Jane Hutt's letter on socio-economic 
duty

 Identify where the Park is in good health and otherwise in (headline summary for each 
indicator and traffic light system in main report and infographics)

 Early evidence of socio-economic impacts of Covid

 Corrections and amendments re housing and affordability ratio

 Woodland figures updated with revised percentages and narrative  

 Footnote added to Water/Flooding regarding NRW work on new evidence

Preparation of the report was initially delayed to allow inclusion of data for two indicators (BTO 
bird data and upland erosion data). The BTO data has now been provided but due to delayed 
survey work as a result of closures to upland areas during the COVID19 pandemic the upland 



erosion survey is not finished. Now that the Park is reopening, survey work has re-commenced 
and it is hoped that this data will be published in the final SoPR – if this is the case Members will 
be updated verbally at NPA. 

1.2 Proposals

The draft SoPR is presented as part of this agenda item. If approved, it will become a core part 
of the evidence base for the Management Plan 2021-2025. 

1.3 Implications

The SoPR provides a greater understanding of the condition of the Park and how it is changing 
which will lead to improved objective setting and decision-making by the Authority. The SoPR 
will be monitored and updated where necessary.

1.4 Risk

Indicators within the report seek to demonstrate trends which provide valuable information on 
the health of the Park. In other cases indicators provide a baseline figure against which changes 
can be measured in the future. If the report is not approved then it will not hold significant weight 
when the Authority undertakes engagement with partners in relation to the Issues Report. This 
could lead to less-informed objectives and decision-making when preparing the Management Plan 
for the Park. 

The SoPR also identifies gaps and indicators that we consider to be important but do not have 
relevant data for. Closer working with partners through the Management Plan stakeholder 
engagement process, and beyond, should help to fill these gaps. If we do not pursue these gaps 
in our knowledge it could lead to less-informed decision-making and greater uncertainty about 
whether we are delivering on our purposes and duty. 

1.5 Conclusion

The State of the Park Report 2020 will form a core part of the evidence base for the Management 
Plan 21-25. If approved it will form the core of an evidence base and monitoring approach that 
continues to expand our knowledge of the Park as new data becomes available. The report as 
presented is therefore a snapshot of the condition of the Park at the current moment in time.
 



RECOMMENDATION(S): 

a) that Members approve the State of the Park Report 2020


